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Friends of the International Alliance of ALS/MND Associations

















What is Friends of the International Alliance?





The purpose of Friends of the International Alliance is to help the International Alliance to achieve the highest possible quality of life for people affected by ALS/MND, and its related conditions, throughout the world.





What is the International Alliance?





The International Alliance of ALS/MND Associations (The Alliance) is a non-profit membership association for voluntary ALS/MND organizations worldwide.  The Alliance was inaugurated in 1992 and became a UK registered charity in 1999.  The Alliance meets annually in conjunction with the international Symposium on ALS/MND.





What is ALS/MND?





ALS/MND are abbreviations for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis and Motor Neurone Disease, which is a fatal neurological disorder, characterized by progressive degeneration of motor cells in the spinal cord and brain stem.  Its symptoms may include muscle weakness and paralysis as well as impaired speaking, swallowing and breathing.  In most cases it does not affect intellect, memory or the senses.





Progress is relentless and generally rapid, with an average life expectancy of 2-5 years, from onset of symptoms.





Prevalence of ALS/MND





Though it can affect anyone, it is more often found in the 40-70 age range.  Once thought rare, it is in fact quite common.  There are nearly 120,000 cases diagnosed worldwide each year.  That’s 328 new cases every day!  The incidence of ALS/MND is 2 per 100,000, while the prevalence is six per 100,000.  Only 10% of the cases are familial (inherited) with the remaining 90% sporadic.





Social implications





The disease affects each individual differently and can have a devastating impact on family, carers and friends.  The rapidly progressing nature of the disease requires constant adaptation to increasing and changing levels of disability, which, in turn, require increased levels of care and support.








Become a Friend of the International Alliance





Please support Friends of the International Alliance by making a donation:





Name:		Email Address:


Address:	





I wish to make a donation of £ 





Credit Card Number:   _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _    _  _  _  _ 	Exp date:   _ _ / _ _


 


Please make cheques/bank drafts payable to International Alliance of ALS/MND Associations 





Please return to: International Alliance of ALS/MND Associations, PO Box 246, Northampton  NN1 2PR, UK





If you are a UK taxpayer, we can reclaim tax on your donation under the Gift Aid scheme.  


Please tick this box if you wish us to do this.


date below to allow us to do this.











